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would regard that alone as Hindi which was full of Sanskrit words,
and the Muslims would accept that alone as Urdu which used
Persian and Arabic words. But the language spoken by the aver-
age Hindu or Muslim is not of this kind. Wherever we go and
hear Hindus and Muslims speak, we find them, whether Hindus
or Muslims, using Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic words, not going
out of their way to avoid any. When we have accepted this
mixed language, we, Hindus and Muslims, shall have been
cleansed in our hearts. This language I speak of is understood
by Muslims everywhere in North and South India, though they
also know the regional language. Look at the map again and
[you will find that], except for a small part, Madras, the
Hindus in the rest of India also understand it. If we go further
and think of the various regions separately, Hindi is spoken in
all the provinces except Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bengal and Sind.
Even in these other provinces, including Gujarat, maulvis1
and Hindu preachers have spread both the languages. You
will hardly find anyone not familiar with the Tulsi Ramayana.
You may call the languages Hindi and Urdu, if you like; both
have the same grammar. If there is any language in India which
can become its national language, it is Hindi-Urdu. No one
should conclude from this that he may neglect his own, the regional
language. For national purposes, we should select a language
which can be used in all provinces. And so our educated classes
at any rate should pick up the Hindi-Urdu mixture which I have
recommended. I am aware, in all humility, that some eminent
men of learning in this country believe that in English we have
the language we need. No language in the position of English is
known to have become a national language, for it has no affinity
with any of the Indian languages. A national language must be
easy for everyone to learn. Were it not that we are a subject
people, we would readily admit the need for such a common langu-
age. Even as it is, despite the millions of rupees spent in teaching
English, only a handful of people succeed in learning it and, from
among these, those who acquire a command over it are fewer still.
The effort we have to make in learning this language is, I
believe, a drain on our intellectual powers.
The issue has an intimate bearing on the progress of India.
A nation which has despised its own language pays for doing so
with the loss of its nationhood. Most of us are in this plight.
India is the one country in the world in which parents would rather
1 Muslim preachers
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